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THE FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS FROM DEPARTMENT NEWS BRIEFING 
FEBRUARY 9: 

"I HAVE SOMETHING TODAY ON THE MISSION OF MR. CLARK 
CLIFFORD. YOU WILL RECALL THAT THE WHITE HOUSE, ON 
FEBRUARY 3. ANNOUNCED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD ASKED MR. 
CLIFFORD TO UNDERTAKE A SPECIAL MISSION TO GREECE, TURKEY, 
AND CYPRUS. HIS TRAVEL PROGRAM WILL BE ALONG THE FOLLOWING 
LINES: LEAVE WASHINGTON TUESDAY NEXT, THE 15TH. HE WILL 
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STOP FIRST IN VIENNA TO MEET WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, MR. WALDHEIM. HE WILL THEN VISIT 
ATHENS, ANKARA, AND NICOSIA, IN THAT ORDER, STOPPING IN 
LONDON ON THE WAY BACK TO THIS COUNTRY FOR TALKS WITH THE 
BRITISH. WE EXPECT HIM TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON ABOUT 
MARCH 1ST. MR. CLIFFORD WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSELOR 
DESIGNATE MATTHEW NIMETZ AND BY MR. NELSON C. LEDSKY, WHO 
IS DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SOUTH-RN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, 
EUR/SE." 

"Q. FRED, WHEN YOU ORIGINALLY TALKED ABOUT CLIFFORD S 
APPOINTMENT, YOU SPOKE OF CONSULTATION WITH THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITY. WILL THE STOP IN LONDON BE AN INDIRECT CON- 
SULTATION, THAT IS, WILL THE BRITISH THEN FILL IN THE OTHER 
ALLIES OR WHAT? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION OF HOW THAT IS GOING TO BE DONE, 

BUT I FEEL SURE THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY WILL BE KEPT 
ABREAST OF HIS CONSULTATIONS. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT 
WILL TAKE PLACE IN LONDON OR NOT. 

Q. FRED, HAVE YOU GOT A BREAKDOWN ON THE ITINERARY ANY 
FURTHER? 

A. I CAN GIVE YOU A ROUGH BREAKDOWN. THIS IS SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE, SO I STRESS THAT IT IS NOT ENTIRELY FIRM: VIENNA, 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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FEBRUARY 16-17; ATHENS, FEBRUARY 18-19; ANKARA, 

FEBRUARY 21-22. 

THESE ARE THE DATES OF THE CONSULTATIONS. I PRESUME THAT 
HE WILL TAKE SUNDAY OFF AND THAT WOULD LEAVE HIM IN 
ATHENS ON THE 20TH. BUT I POINT OUT, THIS IS A ROUGH 
SCHEDULE, SO THE 20TH BEING A SUNDAY, HE WOULD REST, 
HOPEFULLY, IN ATHENS. SO, THE 21ST IS A MONDAY, AND HE 
GOES TO ANKARA. 

Q. WHERE IS HE GOING TO REST? 

VOICE: IN ATHENS. 

MR. BROWN: NICOSIA THE 23RD THROUGH THE 25TH, AND THEN 
BACK TO LONDON, ROUGHLY, THE 28TH. NOW, TOWARD THE END OF 
THE TRIP, OBVIOUSLY, THERE IS SOME ROOM FOR CHANGE, BUT 
ROUGHLY, THE 28TH, AND THEN BACK TO WASHINGTON ON THE 1ST. 

Q. FRED, DOES THIS PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE LEAVE ANY ROOM 
FOR HIS RENDEZVOUS WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE WHO WON’T 
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BE TOO FAR AWAY? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION OF THAT." 

Q. CYPRUS. THERE IS SO MUCH TIME, SO MUCH FLEXIBILITY, 

IT SEEMS, IN MR. CLIFFORD S SCHEDULE. DO YOU FORESEE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HIM RETURNING TO ATHENS LATER IN THE TRIP, 

FOR EXAMPLE, AND SHUTTLING POSSIBLY BACK AND FORTH? 

A. ROY, I DO NOT SEE THAT AT ALL. I MEAN, I HAVE 
PRECISELY WHAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU WITH REGARD TO THE 
ITINERARY. I CANNOT SPECULATE ON ANY DEVIATIONS FROM IT. 

I STRESSED AT THE BEGINNING THAT THIS WAS REALLY ROUGH. 

WE HAVE THE ORDER OF THE VISITS, BUT THE DAYS COULD 
CHANGE." 
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"Q. CAN WE ASSUME THAT THERE WILL BE NO FURTHER NAILING 
DOWN REFINEMENT OF THE GREEK AID PACKAGE UNTIL THE 
CLIFFORD MISSION IS COMPLETE? 

A. I THINK IT IS CLEAR THAT THE CLIFFORD MISSION IS AN 
IMPORTANT STEP TO BE TAKEN FIRST BEFORE OTHER ISSUES IN 
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN CAN BE ADDRESSED AGAIN AND 
RESOLVED. SO, I THINK YOU WOULD SAY THE CLIFFORD MISSION, 
WHICH BEGINS, AFTER ALL, IN FIVE DAYS, IS AN ESSENTIAL 
PREPARATION FOR FURTHER PROGRESS WITH REGARD TO OTHER 
ASPECTS OR POLICY. 

Q. NOW, THE MAIN POINTS OF THAT AID PACKAGE WERE COMPLETED 
LAST YEAR. PERHAPS I SHOULD ASK YOU: WILL HE BE RE- 
NEGOTIATING ANY OF THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE BASES AND 
AID AGREEMENT WITH GREECE AND/OR TURKEY ON THIS TRIP? 

A. I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO GIVE YOU ANY ESTIMATE OF THE 
DETAILS OF THE DISCUSSIONS THAT MR. CLIFFORD IS GOING TO 
BE HOLDING WITH THE LEADERS OF THESE THREE COUNTRIES. I 
CANNOT SPECULATE ON IT. I CANNOT PREDICT. I THINK WE 
WILL JUST HAVE TO LEAVE IT AT THAT, BARRY. 

Q. IT IS FAIR TO DRAW AN INFERENCE THAT THE FOCUS OF 
MR. CLIFFORD'S TRIP WILL BE THE CYPRUS PROBLEM? 

A. I WILL JUST GO BACK TO 'HAT THE WHITE HOUSE SAID ON IT. 

IN GREECE AND TURKEY MR. CLIFFORD WILL DISCUSS MATTERS 
RELATING TO OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THESE TWO VALUED 
ALLIES AND THEN HIS VISIT TO CYPRUS WILL BE DESIGNED TO 
ENABLE HIM TO MAKE AN INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION ON THE ISLAND PROSPECTS FOR EARLY MOVEMENT 
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TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AND HOW WE MIGHT BE OF 
ASSISTANCE IN THIS PROCESS. 
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Q. FRED, ON THE QUESTION OF THE BASE AGREEMENTS THAT WERE 
WORKED OUT, DOES THIS ADMINISTRATION SEE THEM AS COMMIT- 
MENTS MADE BY THE UNITED STATES WITH GREECE AND TURKEY? 

A- I AM SORRY, REPHRASE YOUR QUESTION, PLEASE, OR RESTATE 
IT. 

Q. DOES THIS ADMINISTRATION VIEW THE AGREEMENTS WORKED 
OUT BY THE PAST ADMINISTRATION REGARDING GREECE AND TURKEY 
AS COMMITMENTS MADE BY THE UNITED STATES? 

A. THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY COMMITMENTS, KEN, BUT JUST AS 
OBVIOUSLY IT HAS BEEN MADE QUITE CLEAR THAT WE ARE TAKING 

ANOTHER LOOK, A REVIEW, A REASSESSMENT OF A NUMBER OF 
IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY. THAT CERTAINLY 
INCLUDES GREECE, TURKEY AND CYPRUS. 

THAT IS ABOUT THE BEST ANSWER I CAN GIVE YOU. 

COULD I ADD ONE THING IN ELUCIDATION OF THE QUESTION 
REGARDING THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY? 

THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT INCLUDED THE INFORMATION THAT 
MR. CLIFFORD WILL BE CONSULTING WITH MEMBER STATES - 
EXCUSE ME - THAT A STOP IN LONDON AND PERHAPS OTHER 
EUROPEAN CAPITALS MAY BE INCLUDED IN MR. CLIFFORD'S 
ITINERARY. I THINK THAT AMPLIFIES WHAT I HAVE SAID 
WITH REGARD TO POSSIBLE OTHER STOPS AND POSSIBLE CON- 
SULTATION WITH THE EEC." 

"Q. I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE SURE I UNDERSTOOD YOU QUITE WELL. 
YOU ARE SAYING THE BASE TREATIES WITH GREECE AND TURKEY 
ARE COMMITMENTS, BUT DIDN'T YOU IMPLY AT THE SAME TIME 
THAT THE DETAILS OF THESE TREATIES MIGHT BE CHANGED? IS 
THAT WHAT YOU MENTIONED? 
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A. I DID NOT GO THAT FAR. 
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IT IS A MATTER OF RECORD THAT THERE WERE COMMITMENTS 
MADE, BUT IT IS ALSO A MATTER OF RECORD THAT THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION IS UNDERTAKING A GENERAL REVIEW OF MANY 
IMPORTANT POLICIES AROUND THE WORLD AND THAT THIS WOULD 
INCLUDE GREECE, TURKEY AND CYPRUS. THAT IS PART OF THE 
PURPOSE OF THE CLIFFORD MISSION. 

I CANNOT BE MORE SPECIFIC THAN THAT OR GET DOWN TO HOW 
EXISTING COMMITMENTS MIGHT BE CHANGED OR WHAT HAVE YOU. 
I CANNOT DO THAT. I WILL STICK TO WHAT I HAVE SAID." 

VANCE 
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TAGS: PFOR, GR, CY, TU 

SUBJECT: CLIFFORD MISSION: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 

THE FOLLOWING ARE EXTRACTS FROM DEPARTMENT NEWS BRIEFING 
FEBRUARY 9: 

"I HAVE SOMETHING TODAY ON THE MISSION OF MR. CLARK 
CLIFFORD. YOU WILL RECALL THAT THE WHITE HOUSE, ON 
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FEBRUARY 3, ANNOUNCED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD ASKED MR. 
CLIFFORD TO UNDERTAKE A SPECIAL MISSION TO GREECE, TURKEY, 
AND CYPRUS. HIS TRAVEL PROGRAM WILL BE ALONG THE FOLLOWING 
LINES: LEAVE WASHINGTON TUESDAY NEXT, THE 15TH. HE WILL 
STOP FIRST IN VIENNA TO MEET WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, MR. WALDHEIM. HE WILL THEN VISIT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ATHENS, ANKARA, AND NICOSIA, IN THAT ORDER, STOPPING IN 
LONDON ON THE WAY BACK TO THIS COUNTRY FOR TALKS WITH THE 
BRITISH. WE EXPECT HIM TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON ABOUT 
MARCH 1ST. MR. CLIFFORD WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSELOR 
DESIGNATE MATTHEW NIMETZ AND BY MR. NELSON C. LEDSKY, WHO 
IS DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF SOUTH-RN EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, 
EUR/SE." 

"Q. FRED, WHEN YOU ORIGINALLY TALKED ABOUT CLIFFORD S 
APPOINTMENT, YOU SPOKE OF CONSULTATION WITH THE EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITY. WILL THE STOP IN LONDON BE AN INDIRECT CON- 
SULTATION, THAT IS, WILL THE BRITISH THEN FILL IN THE OTHER 
ALLIES OR WHAT? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION OF HOW THAT IS GOING TO BE DONE, 

BUT I FEEL SURE THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY WILL BE KEPT 
ABREAST OF HIS CONSULTATIONS. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT 
WILL TAKE PLACE IN LONDON OR NOT. 

Q. FRED, HAVE YOU GOT A BREAKDOWN ON THE ITINERARY ANY 
FURTHER? 

A. I CAN GIVE YOU A ROUGH BREAKDOWN. THIS IS SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE, SO I STRESS THAT IT IS NOT ENTIRELY FIRM: VIENNA, 
FEBRUARY 16-17; ATHENS, FEBRUARY 18-19; ANKARA, 

FEBRUARY 21-22. 

THESE ARE THE DATES OF THE CONSULTATIONS. I PRESUME THAT 
HE WILL TAKE SUNDAY OFF AND THAT WOULD LEAVE HIM IN 
ATHENS ON THE 20TH. BUT I POINT OUT, THIS IS A ROUGH 
SCHEDULE, SO THE 20TH BEING A SUNDAY, HE WOULD REST, 
HOPEFULLY, IN ATHENS. SO, THE 21ST IS A MONDAY, AND HE 
GOES TO ANKARA. 

Q. WHERE IS HE GOING TO REST? 
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VOICE: IN ATHENS. 

MR. BROWN: NICOSIA THE 23RD THROUGH THE 25TH, AND THEN 
BACK TO LONDON, ROUGHLY, THE 28TH. NOW, TOWARD THE END OF 
THE TRIP, OBVIOUSLY, THERE IS SOME ROOM FOR CHANGE, BUT 
ROUGHLY, THE 28TH, AND THEN BACK TO WASHINGTON ON THE 1ST. 

Q. FRED, DOES THIS PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE LEAVE ANY ROOM 
FOR HIS RENDEZVOUS WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE WHO WON'T 
BE TOO FAR AWAY? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION OF THAT." 

Q. CYPRUS. THERE IS SO MUCH TIME, SO MUCH FLEXIBILITY, 

IT SEEMS, IN MR. CLIFFORD S SCHEDULE. DO YOU FORESEE THE 
POSSIBILITY OF HIM RETURNING TO ATHENS LATER IN THE TRIP, 

FOR EXAMPLE, AND SHUTTLING POSSIBLY BACK AND FORTH? 

A. ROY, I DO NOT SEE THAT AT ALL. I MEAN, I HAVE 
PRECISELY WHAT I HAVE GIVEN YOU WITH REGARD TO THE 
ITINERARY. I CANNOT SPECULATE ON ANY DEVIATIONS FROM IT. 

I STRESSED AT THE BEGINNING THAT THIS WAS REALLY ROUGH. 

WE HAVE THE ORDER OF THE VISITS, BUT THE DAYS COULD 
CHANGE." 

"Q. CAN WE ASSUME THAT THERE WILL BE NO FURTHER NAILING 
DOWN REFINEMENT OF THE GREEK AID PACKAGE UNTIL THE 
CLIFFORD MISSION IS COMPLETE? 

A. I THINK IT IS CLEAR THAT THE CLIFFORD MISSION IS AN 
IMPORTANT STEP TO BE TAKEN FIRST BEFORE OTHER ISSUES IN 
THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN CAN BE ADDRESSED AGAIN AND 
RESOLVED. SO, I THINK YOU WOULD SAY THE CLIFFORD MISSION, 
WHICH BEGINS, AFTER ALL, IN FIVE DAYS, IS AN ESSENTIAL 
PREPARATION FOR FURTHER PROGRESS WITH REGARD TO OTHER 
ASPECTS OR POLICY. 
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Q. NOW, THE MAIN POINTS OF THAT AID PACKAGE WERE COMPLETED 
LAST YEAR. PERHAPS I SHOULD ASK YOU: WILL HE BE RE- 
NEGOTIATING ANY OF THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF THE BASES AND 
AID AGREEMENT WITH GREECE AND/OR TURKEY ON THIS TRIP? 

A. I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO GIVE YOU ANY ESTIMATE OF THE 
DETAILS OF THE DISCUSSIONS THAT MR. CLIFFORD IS GOING TO 
BE HOLDING WITH THE LEADERS OF THESE THREE COUNTRIES. I 
CANNOT SPECULATE ON IT. I CANNOT PREDICT. I THINK WE 
WILL JUST HAVE TO LEAVE IT AT THAT, BARRY. 
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Q. IT IS FAIR TO DRAW AN INFERENCE THAT THE FOCUS OF 
MR. CLIFFORD'S TRIP WILL BE THE CYPRUS PROBLEM? 

A. I WILL JUST GO BACK TO 'HAT THE WHITE HOUSE SAID ON IT. 

IN GREECE AND TURKEY MR. CLIFFORD WILL DISCUSS MATTERS 
RELATING TO OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THESE TWO VALUED 
ALLIES AND THEN HIS VISIT TO CYPRUS WILL BE DESIGNED TO 
ENABLE HIM TO MAKE AN INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF THE 
SITUATION ON THE ISLAND PROSPECTS FOR EARLY MOVEMENT 
TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT AND HOW WE MIGHT BE OF 
ASSISTANCE IN THIS PROCESS. 

Q. FRED, ON THE QUESTION OF THE BASE AGREEMENTS THAT WERE 
WORKED OUT, DOES THIS ADMINISTRATION SEE THEM AS COMMIT- 
MENTS MADE BY THE UNITED STATES WITH GREECE AND TURKEY? 

A- I AM SORRY, REPHRASE YOUR QUESTION, PLEASE, OR RESTATE 
IT. 

Q. DOES THIS ADMINISTRATION VIEW THE AGREEMENTS WORKED 
OUT BY THE PAST ADMINISTRATION REGARDING GREECE AND TURKEY 
AS COMMITMENTS MADE BY THE UNITED STATES? 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A. THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY COMMITMENTS, KEN, BUT JUST AS 
OBVIOUSLY IT HAS BEEN MADE QUITE CLEAR THAT WE ARE TAKING 

ANOTHER LOOK, A REVIEW, A REASSESSMENT OF A NUMBER OF 
IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY. THAT CERTAINLY 
INCLUDES GREECE, TURKEY AND CYPRUS. 

THAT IS ABOUT THE BEST ANSWER I CAN GIVE YOU. 

COULD I ADD ONE THING IN ELUCIDATION OF THE QUESTION 
REGARDING THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY? 

THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT INCLUDED THE INFORMATION THAT 
MR. CLIFFORD WILL BE CONSULTING WITH MEMBER STATES - 
EXCUSE ME - THAT A STOP IN LONDON AND PERHAPS OTHER 
EUROPEAN CAPITALS MAY BE INCLUDED IN MR. CLIFFORD'S 
ITINERARY. I THINK THAT AMPLIFIES WHAT I HAVE SAID 
WITH REGARD TO POSSIBLE OTHER STOPS AND POSSIBLE CON- 
SULTATION WITH THE EEC. 1 ’ 

"Q. I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE SURE I UNDERSTOOD YOU QUITE WELL. 
YOU ARE SAYING THE BASE TREATIES WITH GREECE AND TURKEY 
ARE COMMITMENTS, BUT DIDN’T YOU IMPLY AT THE SAME TIME 
THAT THE DETAILS OF THESE TREATIES MIGHT BE CHANGED? IS 
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THAT WHAT YOU MENTIONED? 

A. I DID NOT GO THAT FAR. 

IT IS A MATTER OF RECORD THAT THERE WERE COMMITMENTS 
MADE, BUT IT IS ALSO A MATTER OF RECORD THAT THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION IS UNDERTAKING A GENERAL REVIEW OF MANY 
IMPORTANT POLICIES AROUND THE WORLD AND THAT THIS WOULD 
INCLUDE GREECE, TURKEY AND CYPRUS. THAT IS PART OF THE 
PURPOSE OF THE CLIFFORD MISSION. 

I CANNOT BE MORE SPECIFIC THAN THAT OR GET DOWN TO HOW 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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EXISTING COMMITMENTS MIGHT BE CHANGED OR WHAT HAVE YOU. 
I CANNOT DO THAT. I WILL STICK TO WHAT I HAVE SAID." 

VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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